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Among toe many evils ami Inconveniences consequentnpon the winter season lew are more

,severely felt or more Intimately brought borne to
very inhabitant of a great city like New York

(than those arising irom a stoppage in tbe dally
'jBupply of water tbroaga the ircezlng np of tbe
pipes. Yet every winter this trouble has to be
endured at a loss or not only patience, but
also at a considerable cost in actual
dollars and cents, owing to tbe extreme severity
of the present season this inconvenience lias been
/ It In a tar greater degree, and over a much more
extended area than ever before, li tbe stoppage
cr the supply of water alone was the only trouble
there would not be much to complain or, ror the
qnanttty of water requisite for temporary use

might he obtained irom an obliging ana sympathizingneighbor. bat there are other alter troubles
that tore? themselves on the notice of the householder,which cannot be borne with tue same
amount or patience. These are brought about by a

deluge of water, which suddenly and without warningfloods their apartments, spoiling carpets, ceilingsand furniture. It is tnen discovered for me
first time that the water pipes have nursted. A little
care and an examination made previously would
Jiave prevented all the mischief, but now the only
remedy ts to seek a plumber, wiiose bills, by the
"way. are no Inconsiderable item in the houselioid«i"sexpenses, notwithstanding the lact tnat to
him and his carelessness originally is all the
trouble to be attributed.

THE ANNOYAS'CE AND EXPENSE
consequent on the bursting of pipes is not alone
suffered by the dwellers in the meanest tenement
house, but is telt In the dwellings of wealthy people.Ali are alike maae to feel its depressing influence,while the expense Is equally an item to
the one as to the other. The present system of
placing water pipes in houses appears to be defective,while the material employed in their constructionseems aleo, in the majority of instances,
quite uusuited to ttie necessities ol the case.

THE BEST MATERIAL.
From inquiries carefully made it appears that

lead pipe is the most generally used lor water
pipes. Prom actual experiments it has been de-
tcrmined that these pipes will open or craca onuer
a pressure of 1,400 to 1,600 pounds to tne square
inch. Cut iron, however, resists up to I8.000
pounds snd wrought iron 2S,ooo to 4fl,ooo pounds.
It can, therefore, be readily determined which are
the best pipes for use. It appears, also, that the
bursting of the pipes is not caused, as is the
popular theory, wnen the water, which has be-
come irozen, begins to thaw; bat at the point at
which the water has lallen to a temperature of
twenty-eight decrees. Then tne ice, wbluh has
uccu pivviuuniv lunueu, cjlijbu jh wmi lorce sui-

flcient to cauje a crack. Ttiia ts n >t noticed at the
time, and the scarcity of water Is considered to be
the only evil to be obviated, and, as It is
generally some time before the leak can be
stopped, tlie natural consequence is ruin to fnrnl-
ture and fittings in addition to rendering the apartmcntsoelow the floor where the accident happens
untenantable itr the next lew days. Another
feature attending ibis peculiar trial to the nerves
and paticnce of the sniTertrs is that the outpour-
Ing of the water almost invariably happens In the
night time, thus all'.win/ full play to Its Insinua-
ting and penetrating powers for several hours
before it is discovered.

ALL THIS TKOCBLB
might be avoided ir occupants of house* would
but .exercise an occasional supervision of these
vital parts 01 the fixtures in their dwellings, for it
U useless to expect anything like conscientious
work on the past of the plumbers, as their only
aim is to secure to themselves a job. In
very many instance->, when a house is building.e conducting pipes leading: from the mains
to the bouses are laid uuder ground, only a few
inches beneath tbe surface, and are thus exposed
to the lull action of the irost, while In carrying tbe
pipes up through the house they are placed closc
to the outer walls and are thus still exposed to
the action of the weather when a sudden falling
of the temperature occurs. This is more espepeciallytbe case in corner houses, which, i>y
reason of their situation are more exposed to the
weather.

A FBBVESTIVg.
It has long been a question with many peop e

how and iu what manner they can orevent a recurrenceof this Diinerto yearly break In deniesticcomiort. 1 tie general opinion, however, appeas to be that tne pipes might to be rendered
perfectly sale and me water prevented from
ireezlug id tueiu by encasing them in a covering
of lelt or some other substance oi a non-conduc
tive nature. In Northern (Tuasiajor Instance, where
ih« ta ..(iLrutitru fltirturr IflA OTlfltPr IN Vf TV )nW

the poop,!' build ooxaround their water pipes
and pack ttif-e m wirn none manure, nod 11 is
aeluom that one near* ui «noti a nuutr an a oursted
pipe. Tbe EngUM peo le tmo. on Uie approach of
the winter seaeoo, t-ke aieaaures 10 prevent any
accident happening in their bouses irom the causes
reierred to oy euiasuiv all the pipes in wrapping*
ot liar, atraw or canvas. In St. Petersnurg, in
Kus-da. on >lie entaoiinuiii^nt or the present systemof water work*, gr *at damage was aDticipa.ed
by tue peupie iroin ib-' at: ion of t.ie frost on the
pipes, Una ui tne aureeta and in the bouses, Out
t>i

Ay IKTKHtAL t'KAHK
l*«ned at tbe time, eve y teunntor occupant of a
bouse wan required to covei eijer., hydrant or pipe
wlili a thick enatnir 01 leit. In.-tru uor.a were
Issued at tue same time how this work «ai to be
done, and officers were dnijr appointed whoae
duties consisted only In making domicillary visits
to aee that the requirements of the decree w»ru
Complied with to tue fuiiest extent. I he result
lias i<eeu that accidents from the bursting of
lrozen pipes in tuat city axe very lew.

In New York, however, it is not to be exacted
that tbe people oan l>e compelled to Uke any precautionsin a matter sucb as this, wn.ct, concerns
their own convenience sod pocket alone, bucli a
law coald be eniorceJ under an au'ocratic govern
mem, but uot under a Itepobuo suuh as mis.

HUO(.*.1T10NS,
which conld be made 01 practical benefit, however,
migut be drawn up uuder i.iia direction ol the
department ol Buildings, aud circulated through
ever; bouse in toe city, as to the best methods
mat could be adopted by the resident*, not on)/ in
preventing the nuisance, but also as to tne best
way to proceed to tuaw not the pipes when once
I rosea. As it Is at present the only way acema to
be. in tbe first place, to abandon everything to
chance, and when tne pipes iraer.e to caJ. in a

(.-ininner. Hits individual la always provided witn a
ima.i portable appsratus, by tbe aid ol which be can
lorce a Jet of aienui Into a pipe, and in tbe coarse
ei a short time remedy the difficulty* Of conrse
this is expensive, but it u the plumber's harvest.
The practice ol letting tbe water run from Uie tap,
although It sjmetimeA prevtuw tre^zing, is not
always effectual and Is at beat a clumsy and wastefulmethod of avoiding the trouble. In soiiic cases,
too. by the accidental stopping 01 a drain through
which tbe water thus ieit to iuu Is exoected to be
carried off, tbe attempted cure becomes wurse
than the disease.

A CriKMlST'fl nnNION.
The mere act 01 lUiUiim off aat4»o-cock often pie-

NEW TOR
" etm hundreds of dollars or dansage, and j<
there are those too uegiigent to give it a thougu
hcvere as luve been some of our recent wlnie
tins is even nure ho, aud housekeeper* who, pe
hana, have not experienced a deaith of water c
account of the w*rm aimonpiiere of tDe
residences fur a dozen years uow renin
ttisi the iTost even penetrate* their domicile
Waere so in .ny persons are interested In the su
ject bow to prevent ibo IroecinK 01 pipes aud no
to thaw ttiern our is oue tuai caunot at this cnal
t>e coiiHiue. ed rrivolous or inopportune. With th
view of the case in trie interest of the hou«eicee|
era a representative of the Ukkalu yeBLerda
visited a chemist 01 tie Board or Hoait
und obtained Qis views on the sul
ject. lie stated what is well known i
all experienced persona, tnat the onl
way to preveut water freezing is to keep It I
constant motion by allowing it >0 run. Watt
l.eezes at tairty-two decrees Fahrenheit; bi
water may be kept in liquid lorni even if the so
or air surrouudmtr the iron or lead pipes are belo'
the thirty-two degrees. Science does not mve u
;tny chemical property tnat will prevent watt
freezing iu pipes, but it does give us a way oi n
duciutf congealed water to a nquiu form.

hal* a pint ov alcohol
poured into a pipe Mill reduce tlie ice In the pipe
oi a ineuium s ized honse, tf tne piped be pe
nendicuiar or inriinod ho thit ulcul.ol can rnucii i
Vvhere tjie ireezing occurs at horizontal points o
lit* pr.e eveu alcohol lails, as the ice forces tli
spirits back. Another remedy ta saipnuri
acid, which can only be used sucoass'uLl? iu lea
p.pes, bowevor, as it U liable to corrode (be lro
pipes and endanger the joints. 8uiohurlc aci
accomplishes the work much quicker than aluono
but as it IK a poison it should only be used iu can
01 emergency, and care abould be tulceu to keep
out 01 tbe reach of ignorant aervanl
who do not understand it. The wate
in each cn*e should be allowed to rnn to
some time alter tne pipes are thawed oat, to pre
vein tbe u-te oi water containing these chemio*
agents. The great difficulty, tins gentleman sayi
U) that this winter tne Iroat has penetrated ao fa
into the earth as to freeze the water in the pipe
connecting tho*e of toe house with the* tree
main. As to tbe beat kind of pipes to reals
irost, the Professor stated that there la little
difference between lead and iron, both conduc
heat and cold more than rubber and some oti.e
material* The glass-lined pipe If it once ireeiei
is useless, as It breaks eaauy. Water will contrac
to about thirty-eight degrees on being cooled, anc
lrorn that point It will expand to tbe ireeziui
point, and on being cooled further, to solidities
tion, so ti.at the ice takes a lanrer spare than the
water, and causing the bursting of o.pes ,ini
ail tbe damage attending upon it. Salt, as Is wei
kuown, is also beneficial lb reducing ice to liquid
form. It hats an affinity to the water which can
only be satisfied by getting into liquid ionn;bui
it makes the water co d. In the ca.->e of a mixture
of alcohol or sulphuric acid with water heat 11
eugenuered, and con^queutly the water thaws.

VIEWS OK A PRACTICAL FLUUHKK.
With a view to learn how pipes should be In

serted in a buliaing to guard against (reeling, tn<
reporter called upon Mr. P. Meade, of No. &
Centre street, wao has been a practical plutnbe
lor Queen or sixteen years, lie attribute*
the great causa of freezing of pipes t<
the lact that the connections betweei
tne main and the bouse pipes ar
not placed low euongh in tne groum
to escape tne irost. If tne street main is not lou
leet baow the surface l:ie connecting pipe sh /uk
be bent or depressed so as to be lour leet beuuatl
the surface oi the street at f.e point wtiere I
eaters tne buiimug. II it Is possible to have rh<
mam stopcock ana waste pipe under the surface o
tne groatid in ti.e cellar, tbe water lu the uprigh
pipes in the building will oe empned by openi <
the faucets, and thus It will be Itnpos
sible to have lrozen pipes. If the pipes an
correctly laid and tne cocks on tiii
various floors are t.pened. even with horizonta
pipes between the doors tnere will not oe leit 11
tiieiii enough water to trecze and burst them
About t*o years and a naif ago orders were Is-iuet
UJ LUC tllicuiui » """"

wtieu tney luuuU a oipe connecting wan the man
nearer tne suiiaee thau iuur ieet, to dopress u li
Miat depth, ana ail licensed plumbers are suppose*
to do so; but

thb hol'sb owner ojtkn objects
to the extra cant oi iroui |5 to J10. They usuall;
lav the street mains about tnree feet below tin
mriace; but the now oi water In thern ih so srroni
tuat even n the irost MMtratMto that de,>tl
Uoy will not ireeze. The smaller pipe-*, When
tuero is slower motion of the water, 01 couisc
lieeze. At tne loot, ot each pipe running u]
iroiu the cellar or basement there should o<
a stop and waste cock on each Hue o
supply pipe, bo as to cut it off separately
Mr. Meade stated that plumbers rarely select th<
p.ace tor the pipes, us mat devolves upon tu<
architect; but when they are leit to their own dis
creuuu they are supposed to run them as near t<
the tlues a* possible, or wherever they wnl De les
liable to ireeze. in supply pipes there is little cbanc
lor a plumber to put them iu so us to have t.ieu
Ret out oi order that he may boon have anuthe
order, unleas he puts in cocks that have no wast
uttuched to draw off ilie water, or ui horuouui
pipes

brnhs tf1kji to pobm traps
tn which tne water will collect. The commo
cock, as a matter oi course, wuen turned off, uoe
IJUi Uia> U4i|(C " lilLI IU I.UC 1»»M

tue waste cock auows it ail to run clow n aud 01
tnrounh the waste pipe connecuug witlt the wat«
closet or newer. If it in neaessary to lay pipes uuut
floors it should be done with a gradual deacei
toward the stopcock and they should be we
snapped or booked to tne beams. so tnat watt
cauuot coitect iu traps andireeze. iTuat is t»>e grot
lault with plumbers. They never pay sufflciei
attention to this, and the first cold snap bursts tn
pipes. Another point should be observed b
housekeepers. When toe water is turned off in th
cellar or baseiueut aud the s.opcocks on th
various floors are opeued, the janitor or nousi
keeper should blow into the pipe on the uppc
floor, ibis will rorce out what little water iua
remain in traps (H uot very large) to ireeze. Tin
way seem ouu, but it will have this ellect, an
thus a little "blowing down" on the part of a wii
may have a better effect in preventing pipes ireei
mg tuan

"BLOWING tTP" IIEB nrHBAND
or the landioid can have alter tne damage ha
been done. The »a*te pipes to carrv oil watt
should be mid with the same care, so as to gt
the incllue toward the ground. Tue house coi
necticn* shouid always oe covered with warn
Que earth, a--> it is lens liable to freeze. Mr. Mead
reports that plulnoers hud me frost this winit
more severe than It has been sine
lso 7. ihis winter tt hss penetrate
three feet and lu wet ground as lar as lour lee
Tue above sugireaiious uiay have the effect of gn
lug housekeepers sunie hints as to how to avoi
Irozen pipe* aud how to thaw tbem oat, eon.ii
ijueaily tuey are wor'hy of careiui perusal b
e\eu those who may find that much 01 tueiuiormi
lion given tuey already are latnui&r wito.

rlKK HY dba NTH.
Another branch oi this same subject to whic

too uiuc.i UMItlOl cannot oe paid, for it
Iraugnt with a p.ooabwity of no tuconalderabl
amount 01 danger, is toe difficulty experienced i

lato tn obtaining * ater irom the lire uydrauts a
over he ciu .or the service oi the engines in caw
of Ore. "i nut ibere is a possibility eve
oi such a difficulty arising ought by som
means to be guarded against, lor if
are were to break out in some ol tue more d°nsel
built district.i oi the city tne most serious co:is<
qoMMM Hgkl e;isue u water w.:r« unattJiiiab.
except alter a long delay. A conflagration equal!
disastrous as that wpi"h in 1872 swept over Ch
cago and the one that visited lioston in 1873 mign
easily occur, tne only umeience likely to resu
being thai the actual damage would lar exceed I
amount tue monetary loss occasioned by these tw
flies pu*. togetunr. The distress aud Incouveu
lence to the duellers in the densely populate
houses in tins city can scarcely oe estimated
such a disaster were to occur, and yet, under ea
isting conditions it is an event n it at all imposs
l>ie or even improbable. The repo U irom ever
lire that has occurred during the pa*
six weeks or more snow that grea
difficulty has been experienced by the flreme
lu obtaining water from the hydrants wit
which to operate agaiust the flames, and tnat

«ot alter r»S55®»« -Tefon case ^ 'u^ma^jtanojttt actual ilres. It loV* "ot).uTQei. In otuer 11t»e»ore water could
made under orders t

aJff wu*Ut*oM^'®*mne»r?y8tuiWwerrtoBntf*ro®V.issss*s~~&r» -.r.,r,
m rfuMcteut qnanil > rojLn being ont of rio ^ utt rly uael^ ">'»»«

a Hl tu»« ttuoair. *h> mat »'»u * "Mr* rouolaiieucea UlteljHI this district, tn
oifflcull to lln&;. Mve occurred n°
nmerobered, *>7e B.re, »t wl L, ,ir th« largest wlioiesasituafd a great iniuil°Jr "roriM{e warehouses, col

tne (;V"lor.uatioQ ootaiued iromcity according^^ hnuink«
hav#) b.ewno say* that 0v« II11^lJl<wuiir out Hydrants aK?b7 «, r W"V?t coul"w put to wonevery 0r« >»elor« w'unn a-ued to »nMe'TM 'tiwi BDfioeer, «« »
of straink n-inedj for M'"V.,^ Je?eoy uie blocking uor some i>o«hujI« raetbad wher J
pruveuieof th* hydrants with »« «»

b. left ftll th«stated that be cooid J.re ^urnnnHsioners and thon Ol tw«« to tM m^coram. ^|(11C Wolk,KngineW of t^ iwpart
thP Uy(Jrant» uelng k«IwUoM rtutj H U o i

atiflcnK? to t»e eitn pro**'or0'r;"*?*'J viireA beoui countered m®Vtn«^uerco.aUon ol the wattlog Irf i.'&er ^Siring them, whi.tnrouan the .eatn, Kvory e.li((me u prc 'did not toen
mdta runner tuiTided, he "id, » l6 *n;,1l" t.u« ooller of the ewhich w«» ^.SiSrt it down the h»dian» throujnine, and then insert u u

.wam which ta^ii,e DDMle and 1.urn on $*;/'Wo" free. rn»,tne ice and the
u(ue a.(1 4conrae, ! 11

r,,iroJT might result mcdelay arising tttereiroir1 u»»
tdls»«trou*»». .or ' w ul1,,^?, lain* .t wouOt, get mure

,ip,,or tne hydrant01 any use to en< »
U1,. mains are u<lelt or otlier uiion tne snriace, um»t iron) oui to 0»e '

wnetratet tho gioundlt l# tiie »«wt ",n
.hat cau^s the trouhtins depth, cron,

f( )t W()U t)e too finto'V*" ^«'^r#c,{^c5mpanlM0gleneraiiy v.aiti.'.Tiarwuwuaii d«ir*6W wnd were enacav
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it In* to keep them open, bat, of course, they ooald
u not be aouiK tuM ell me tune.
re -in k hulks ok Tim i>kp«ivnntNT
r- In recura to tbe una of bjrdritnu m winter are M
*n lollowi:. \
lr f\mi.Make no test* by opening a hydrant In case of
!e flrs.
A. Strand.After uainK a hydrant be nure to shiit off all
l). the water. It tiio wjier la not shin off coinpleiejy a

ty K.jppiy is aupl iu the pipe' above lite gate auU iruniiw
eiiMi.a.

ritinl.After shutting off the water throw a haudful of
18 salt into itie liy(lr.nit ihla will make a briue 01 any
!>- water that may uot drain off not likely to Irtiezo.
tjr /uu>«A-Before leaving the hydrant be aure and fasten
,h the cover aeouroly.

aii sann^eail una that th«u onlaa ani nh.

aervud; but It is madu (lie uapccu' ouiy 01 company
commanders as olten iui ihuy use a hydrant to have Unin

'* complied with by their men. For this purpose each onnhine will cariy with iu in aoiue couvonlent lorrn a low
ir LandJula ot salt.
il The chief engineer said during the conversation
" which was held with hiui that he la strongiy m
w favor ol toe introduction of hydrants of a similar
'* pattern to those now in use by the Chicago ilre>rmen. These he considers to be the best lor uil
>* purposes ever Introduced, especially in so far

u* the arrangement tor allowing the waste water
to escape from tne barrel of the hydrant
is concerned. Another advantage is thai the

r- water can Oe turneu off from the main pipe itself,
t. and the hydrant be uiteu up without interfering
n wttu the supply to the district. In those in use
>e here this is not the case, ana the water has to be
>o turneu. off (torn a whole section boiore uuy
d hydrant can be taken from Its pluce. The arnrangemeut lor carrying away the waste water
d lu those now in use is defective, and
>. oiten allows the whole ol a barrel

above the valve to get filled up. He had louud
many ol the hydrauts, he said, this winter filled
with ice up to tue very top. In such a case it
would require perhaps an hour and a half to get it
into working order. Tne following table will show
the quuioer ol hydrants tound iroaen during l)e|'cember, January and February up to date, tojgether with the time occupied In thawing tfiem
out. These were in the cases of fires to which the
engines were called:.

Time Oreu
piaiin
Thawing

Hy.Eng%nt drmiU.
DrUt LoraHon of Tin. Company, JUinuiu.

Dec. IS.Oornor Bleocker and Broadway., as 2
Jan. 6.Wejt 38th at IS8

It. «3 to W0 KivliiKton st zh3
IS.M and 00 Keadeat t! 5
111.<1 Kltiridge st a 2
22.17 hast 31st at U 3
21-17 Ka.it 31st at 16 3
Jt.18# 8th av J \J&.No. » Molt's lane 40 J
27-307 East tftu st 5 3

Feb. 1.2.J97 3d 35 1U
2.li7 Chambers at 7 12
6.46 Marlon at 31 5
6.493 broad way 30 IS
6. »«3 broad way 31 I
t>.278 Washington st 27 1
t».278 W asiiiu/tou st 31 II Ki7.US and M Manleu lune lii M

k I aiiu t- JUAiUCU -if10

,,8.162 Water st 6 4
H. lU and lib Kast 13ih st 5
8.114 ami 116 Kam 13th at 14S
8. 7t>3 lentil avenue 2 IS
Jl..i35 hiithlb dvcliue 19 fi
it.335 KiglitQ avenue 34 a
V.24i Canal street. 98
9.24^ Canal street 'JO 8
y.-12 Ounal street. 31 8
y.7* .vun street 4 IS
9.74 Ann street tj ID
9.it Ann street lit8
9..74 aiiu street 29 6
9.-74 Ann street 32ID
y..422 Third avenue 8 11)
y .42.' I hlrd avenue 181>£
10. .blind A»\lum 2 S
10..blind Asylum 14 6
10..band Anyluui Id5
lo. blind Asylum34 4
10. luo /.ast Houston street 172

In regard to the thirty new large hydrants here
referred to. Chief hmtineer Bated said that lie
considered ttiern, so lur, practically a lailure. Tuey
might. however, work better during the summer,
li was louuu Unit ou inspection oi tliem that
thirteen were uo/.en and mue were lound to be
useless. commissioner Van Nort had been inloruiedol the condition oi acalrs, but
what that department uad done or ini£hded to
do he did not know, but he thought tnat some
provision ought to be made In some way, so that,
at all times aud in all seasons, water might be
obtained lor use in case oi lire, otherwise the hre|men, well organized as tne.v are, would be useless
to stop The ravages ol the flames.
WHAT OUMJdLSSiO.NiiK VAN NOKT SATS ON THE SUBJECT.
An explanation ol the reported bad condition or

the fire hydrants was sougm from Commissioner
Van Nort, unuer whose charge they are. He

e stated that so ittr as he kuew the facilities
e ailorded to the tire companies were greater in
- New York than in any »thur city of the
o world, so far as water is concerned, 'i'nere
* always is and there always will be,
e tie mougnt, some little trouoie during tue
a winter irom the ireezing oi some of the valves
r in the hydrants, out mat in a diiticulty that
e could be remedied in a very lew minutes
il ii the firemen would go tne proper way

to work, lie would undertake, ne said, to
\ thaw out any of the hydrants in the city

n In less man live minutes. Theie had been uo
is more trouule this year man during the last one,
,i aud every ihiu^ that can oe done Is done to keep
it tue hydrants in good working urder. Irouble in
>r obiue ca»es arose irom the lact that the hydrants
.[ had to oe placed only three or' four feet under
it ground, and in some instances at a distance
U ol only a couple oi feet from the
>r cellars of the/ adjoining houses. This
it allowed tue frost tq penetrate to tue valves
tj* quicker than usual; out there was no difficulty
e even in sucn a case in securing a flow o. water
i* within a few moments.
e TUh CB1KF ENGINEER SPEAKS,
e Chief Engineer i'racv, oi the Department of Pob>.Uc Works, said he had received tne ft^fewing cornerp.aint irom the Fire Commissioners yjSterdav

y i Ui-ad«uar1-kb3 Kike 1j&h«tmekt, )
IS : New Vore. Fet^lS, 1875. J

(1 Hon. George U. Van Nou, Commissioner oi Fubllc
P Work*:.
, bin.i he chief of tills department, In a communica

tion made to the Hoard ot Commissioners on the 10th
1 nst., e. mplain* that tfie new tire hydrants erected ou
ilie linn oi Chambers street lor the u->e ol this depariLHhit-rii are in such a condition as U> prevent tlielr being" ol any service in case ol lire during the extreme cold'r weather. lie reports that on the 21'd ulU the htdruul

* in ironi oi nuane rum was irozen, ana ou
1- the 2d Inst. at Me 11re ai No. 117 f'hsmlicrs street bo
j was deprived of the u e of the hydrant* in iront ot No*.
0 9 an l 1<j6 Cnambers »treet. lor ilie same reason. Ou tlie
,r 31 mat. an examination wa.- made of all large hydrants

ou the Hue of Church street, ana Hie report shows that
'u thirteen were frozen, requiring troin seven minutes to
<1 over oue hour to thaw rhera. und nine, were lounJ to bo
U Utu if ji for the reason that the valve wheels vrero
/. broken.
(i I am directed, nv the Commissioners iw:al! your ntten,tlun to these tacis. and to request that some action be

taken by which these hydrants can be brought Into
service when needed by Uiia department. Very respectt*I fully,W. f. WillTE, Secretary.
Mr. Tracy referred this communication to hU

assistant, Mr. U. W. Birdsail, who -made the fol"lowing roport ou fne matter, which was lor warded
18 to the Fire Department:.

,r I OkrAKTMKVT or Pumic Woiu, >
>«* Yuuk, Feb. Li, 1S76. J' E. H. Taacr. P*q., Chief Engineer

e Limn la.In answer to a communication of the Fire
U Depurtmeir in reeard to the large l.ydnuts ou i ach
6 s do of burcfi street, bet ween Canal and * uiton streets,
H und ulso ou lindsou street, between Chambers anu
.. lrjanc streets. I would respectfully report:1ihe above large hydrants wen- placed last year a* an

extra supply ol hydrants, all the lormer ones being left
e iii pla e. Wo have repeatedly, during the extreme cold
y weather, *alted cacn ol these targe hydrants, lor the
l- cold weather has ill souie cases so affected the large
t valves that they have leaked a little, and such large

,, valve* will nee< ssarily stick more or less with Irost,
* I'hls is the first Intimation we huve had from the Fire
" Department as to any ol ihc-e hvdrants rieing out of
O order, and we are receiving from the hiel Krigineer of
l- th^ hire ucparuncut reports of the hycranw out ol order
d that his men Und on tueir daily rounds,
if I examined all the hydrants spoken of yesterday personally.and lound only iwo of the valve wheels broken.
I" which were retraced by new one*; two other valve
'* wheels were replaced by our repair inen during the
J week preceding All the rest were in order, and only
It four of the vaive whteis Lave bent injured since the
it bvdrants were tut in.
n We arc now ilia* ing ont the few that were froren on
h top, caused by the breaking Of the valves, und they will
" an be in good order to day lor use. only requiring the

application ot steam to warm up the isrie valves before
J they are opened. With this precaution ail oi the
e hvdrants can be used without breaking the vaive
s, wheels. Respectlully your*, U. W. nlllu.iALL.

Mr. Tracy tlOMM that the lauit loun d witn the
i- hydrants by the Fire Department had been greatly
)i exaggerated. He ua-1 men always going round
w whose Hole business It 1* to look alter and keep
:t tie hydrant* in pioper repair, u4 lie did not
Jl Fee now it was possiole lor any one ol them to
n, iiecoine no irozen as to require anything
ir like ihe Urne Mated to thaw mem out. In
'e regard to those reported a.i useless by the Are
w engineers, he had to say that it was on.y the
id wheels operating the valves,which by some means
e- had become broken, ihese, ne tuought, must
ie have been broken by the lire men or others trying
to to foro« tnem round when th>*y round tne? would

not work easily.instead oi putiiUK down their
re thawing pipe In connection witn tne engine
e and with which they were an provided. be

ii- thought it was a Job got Q|i in the Interest ol some
le patenter otnti by finding lauit with those now in
it u»e. The thirty new hydrants put down on the
ie line oi church street were pat in at President

I erley's suggestion, and are oi extra capacity,
being also titled with two noz/.lea.one ol live

n Inchesand OM three incne- in liaineier. h-supply
t pipe to these hydrants irom the main is six inches
i. iii diameter.the main bemg twenty menes.
11 j (iiff insures it tii^rn pre»»ure and an immense Sow
», of water. The old hydrant*, or uio»e or the old
p pattern, are ief\ atlli landing Id their old p.aces,
d aotnattf one In louud iroeun they couiu without
it doubt (1 ltd the next one roady to go
o to worn with wnile the other »»e*,lng thawed oat. flo ai*o sotted that
>t the barrel* of the hydrants weie kept as
)- lar as poHNible packed with nail, la order to prev.-nttheir freezing. The weather tbi» year had
jr been excessiveiy severe, but he had received no
h comniajnt irorn the Fire Department during the
o- winter, except tue above, wnich were not of any
>e moment. He did not .tiiink tnare need be any
u- a.arm felt by the citizens or a conflagration spread
ih lug wirougQ a scarcity of water,
is

' « the ice in Tin: rivkrs.
>8t
l0
I'd CONDITION OF APKAlll« ON TIIK VARIOt'S ffAI,\yBIE8 TIIK VI.OEH H1J1AK1NO CT AliC'TlC

"y VWITOItfi.
ne. The experience1* of thla winter are a stifflctenl

proof that the damajie to the interest of the city
Mid Mate at large by the actual breakage of vc*

or- nela, docks, Ac., by the ice, the ueteutiou aud lorn
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of time in crossing the ferries, tbe difficulty of »

moving vessels and the irequent suspension of
navigation, can only be estimated by hundred! of a
thousands of dollar* annually. Any successful tl
method of breaking up or preventing the accnrau- *

latlon of ioe in tho harbor and In the Kast and tl
North nvera would be a great public benefaction n

and would certainty reap lor Its inventor a well ^
doserved lortune. o
The greater part of that ice which gathers lo the ®

harbor and the rivers and no obstructs the water
as to interiere with the working of the (ernes is p
lormed in the Upper Hudson aud earned "

down by the tides and wind* Into tbe JJ
harbor. Lower Bay and Bast River: for when- a
ever there has occurred a natural blockade U
o( ice id the liudaon River above the city. the bar- *

Dor, It has been noticed, was quite free of obstruo-: ti
tlons by ice, and has remained so aa long as the r|
Hudson continued so closed np, and this, too, in'
tbe coldest winters. Any toe vhloh may form tn ai
the harbor, and such an occurrence can only take *

place during such weatuer as we were compelled tc
to suffer recently, la immediately carried out to V
sea, passing the Narrows before U has gained euf- jj
11 cient strength or thickness to be at all destruc* p
tlve. a l
There have been various methods proposed of

^ *[
FltKJtlJtG TUB R1VKKS * "*

> ft
from Ice blockades, one of whloh was the employ- r«
ment of large steam tugs fitted up alter the ^
fashion of battering rams, to steam abont and cut ai
through whenever a bridge was formed; but such &
relteis could at the best be only temporary and tIj
the Idea was abandoned as being too expensive. st
One plan, which appears to be feasible. Is that

proposed by Mr. Peter Voorhls, who, as far back as ^
1807, conceived tbe idea of blockading the Upper si
Hudson by means of a series of rafts, a doscrip- *

tlon of which Is as follows:.^
It is proposed to build the rafts of square white > si

pine logs, laid on« foot apart in crib work, or jjT
dimensions of about 80 leet In length, 40 feet In
breadth and 16 feet In height, securely bolted to- tc

gether and clad on tbe np river end with boiler 11

iron, and each raft secured by anchors and-chains
oi sufficient strength and weight. It was proposed
to piace these obstructions in position at tbe first

w
appearance of Ice and securely anchor them. As w
soon us the ioc gains sufficient strength to hold Its ei

own weight in tlie tideway It will form across the
river completely, and so continue, constituting a t,i
complete blockade, together with tho obstructors, a

until tbe Ice will have melted away to such a con- Jj:
dltlon aa to ensure its entire dissolution alter tho p
crushing up necessary In its passage by the obstructotsand before It could reach tlie city.
The tide In the East KlvercUungeq from ebb to u

flood tide from one to two Hours beioie the change j>'
takes place In the Hudson River; consequently JJj
tne ice la carried rapidly around the Mattery into w

the East Klver to ttie lull capacity of the channel *
to receive it At all seasons of the year the ebb
tides in the Hudson run longer and faster than the w

flood tide, and more especially in the winter and M

suriiiK season, In consequence of prevailing northerlyand westerly winds and freshets. pi
The' ice made in the livers and buys of Tapnan b'

and llaverstraw is carried down by the difference lr
in tide and the prevailing north winds In winter, rc
and is the canse of all the damage to the docks,N llvesselsand business or New York city. tjl

OFF THR BATTERY. 10
During the early morning of yesterday tho boats ^

of the various ferries ran irregularly. The great w
ice field or Friday, wnlch had lormed so successlul la
and strong an ice bridge, had been swept away ^
aown the Hay by the aiternoon ebb tide and was ti
broken np in various ways. Many of Its remnants, ti
however, nnwllllng to give np the fight with the
ferry and tug boats, came np again late at night 8|
and waged very successmi war, so successful, in- w

deed, that neither the South nor the Hamilton
ferry did anything of much account during the a
nuiit. The ice remained packed aoout Gov- ti
ernor's Island and Buttermilk Channel in very j{
huze blocks, ami these the ferryboats lound it very p
diillcnlt work to make a way through. At seven ft
o'clock In the evening the passage ol these boats )j,
liad been suspended, and, leanut of tho expert- jf
ences at the previous nignts, not a trip was run l>
until six o'clock yesteriay morning, when
the river was comparatively clear of large c
ice. Tuuboats rushed in where ferryboats J1
feared to venture. Their sharp prows and power- w
lul action push ttem turoutrh where the heavy,
lumbering, brooa ierryboat could not make way. ti
'lue boats which ran on ihes«: two ferries had by ti
uo means easy work of it, lor they became In each t<
instance blocked ui> wicn ice, which was coining It

IXuuuu jiuui uio i>ui in ruyci IU gicai qunuuucB Mb v

U.e time, and it took ttieui on an average from 11
two to three hours to make each trip oi less titan P
liatr a mile. Tlte geuerahty oi the ice which lai- 1<
pedeU <liem wan small, uui tlie current was (low- 8
lug with ureal, velocity, and this, added to the 8

weignt 01 the ice, made the boaut almost uumau- 1'
ageaiile. They kept bravely on, however, ami U
wuile their trips were ouly a vexation aud au au- P
novance to those on .board, yet the company tried &
to do its duty. a

AN ICE-BOUND RIVER.. U
At this time the Ice extended, without a break, »

looking up tue hast ltiver as far as the eye could a

Hee, ail white aud glistening. At a distance It c
looked like one great sheet, but near by it was *
less threatening aud all broken up into small 1>
pieces, souie oi which had become hummocks, the a
ice having piled up upon the floating pieces so as H
to give lueui the appearance oi diminutive ice- P
beigg. The Wail street icrry, wtoloh had given up u
business entirely on Friday, yesterday succeeded ®
In muking very lensrthy phages. No regular A
time w.is consumed, but the passage generally 0

occupied about liait au hour or so. At noou, while o
tue ice was coming up in greater quantities, the
task or crossing was still more difficult, and two
or three trips were noi made In less man ior>y- &
live mluutes. The same causes operated at *

Fulton lory, and up to noon the boats had been a
i mining very irregularly ami at intervals oi from *

ten miuuics to au hour, sumu oi the trips being a

exce*si.ely long and difficult, ihe boats were c
olten swept out or their way by large does mid the a

Btrengia of the tide, wblcn now «ud then they
could not avoid encountering, spite ol the preclusionswhich ihe pilots took not to become en- F
tangled in anything ol the kind. The Mineoia had "

the worst luck. ishe came »ut ol her slip jusias
au extraoruiuariiy large cake was passing up the a
river. The pilot, utiuing he could in no way avoid Cl

it, went, bravely to work t>> smash it up. After u

t.ree ineffectual attempts, in winch he went at 0
the ice with lull force anu made no impression, lie R
gave up the job. and evidently became resigned, h
and the iloe carried the boat up me river. Tue H
great mans oi ice travelled steadily up the river G
until it reached the slips of the Fulton terry V
(Brooklyn side), and crushed up against tue piers b
with such lorce that the ice pileu up un Itself to the
height of fully eight or nine met. i he noise made
fraa like distant thunder, and so great that the
people arounu the spot felt hi raid, nodouDt, that a
the wnole lerryhouse would be carrieu away. Tne a
mass, after rising aud remaining poised for a time,
!ell back in the water, in the meantime the two

. boats in tue Brooklyn sups became prisoners and
coulu sot move out Irom their pualuons. The
Fulton leitNew t ore in the meanwDMe, but could
not force her way across and returned to the T
piaco which she had leit. The Mineoia In the
meanwhile, finding she could not land at Fulton
lerry, went up to Catharine slip wltu luir load.

ANOTIiSU llHUXUL
The ice now preseuted a clean, clear, unbroken

snnace, siretciilng irom the Martina' stores on
the Brooklyn side to the New York bridge tower.
Men and beys congregated around, wondering and
discussing whether it would be sale to try a trip 1
across. It seemed to be the general opinion that g
the Ice would not do, and nobody ventured upon
It. It was evidently weaker than tne day beiore. D
aud would pronauly not luve borne much weight, r
Tne sun had been upon It along time and it looked gomuwtiat porous.

A MTSHMANAflKD FKURT. 1
On the uppt.t ii rries tne neiieitti detention was s

some lliteeu or twenty minutes longer thxu the q
average tilps iu iair weather. Tne longest and
mo?t tiresome passage was thai, of tho Hooaevelt *

street aud v\ Uiiuutsoui g route, which, tedious at u
any time, was made triply so yesterday as the »,
trips were about three times their usual duration,
Bm as thl* lerry is durlBf to <jav, n vy -ver, "
during tin-night it is simply shockingly managed. 11
A Hkkaij) reporter ha I occasion to cross on Fri- .
r1»v nit/ it ut. Aliniif midnicrhf I hi r#» hu.il rm
it >at Hince na'.f past ten o'clock. It appear* tiie |(
IkwiOD ot iLii.s h'm that whfle uuring the day me d
boats aro under tn« orders oi a .super-
tnendein, during tne nighta tho pilots are
respoui-io e to no one. and up, arenuy »
iun wuen they Icel la ttie humor, u was g
evident that at ttie Mine tiie Hkkai.d repot ter
paid iiis Am the pUot was not In tbt humor. [i|
writer w.ibdered up ana down the deck diaconao- it
lately. Tne water at the tune was quite cleat, and y
over troni Brooklyn the hunts shone ami twinkled
in it. The wutei weui upon the piiot'i deck to
take a better look; no pilot w.m in his wheel- n
House, lie weut down agaiu, looked In the en- a
gtne rootii.no engineer: in the lire room.no Uie-
ii.au -it uuard; no deck bauds; as OOlonet ^oneta *

w.,ulil eay, "no nothing." Wondering what it all t
meant tne reporter looked in a little forward r

cabin, and was rcgiieu by the sight ot pilot, eu-
giueer, ureuian, deck bund* and others, ail deeply
engag.-d in the dmcusBiou o' a game 01 poker. I he
bo i taVted at hal.-| ast twelve, and then the pilot
only leit off btc.iuse he »ui a winner one ,4iull
hand." It was vei v interesting right through.
The Hound 'lo.i.s have had teartut times lately.

The almost w,eck oi tbe Continental ha* been 4>
r-.ady published, but till the others huve also snf-
f".re<i seveie.y. The Oranile btaie. which left sayrbrook, iwiti., at two o'clock yesterday uitcrnoon,
onty arrived la*t ulg.it, and a number ol other*
have been detained to a ouratioii oi three time*

I au ordinary trip. 'I be palm oi speed, however. 1

ET35 SHEET?.
inn be awarded to the Hound bo*t tWOftfW
orwalk, a freight boat, whose usual trlprrom Noraikis nlae hour*, which arrived here yoaterday
lisr beiuK out Ave Uuyn. All these report that
He ico lu tn« Mound Is worse than It has been for
earn oa-it. Some oi the Hues llud the barrier at the
ead ol the Sound impassable ami are forwarding
lelr freight by railroad at railroad rates. It U
ot believed that the Ice beiwceu Sand's
oint aud Kilter's Island irni be passable In less
mn a week or so. There is no doubt tuat »oiuo
f the hound boats will adopt the outride pas*
1(1.

TUB NOBTQ KIVBK.
At no time sluce tlie commencement of the
resent Icy era has the North ltiver presented a
tore picturesque appearauos than during the
'hole of yest«rda». Throughout tte day a light
roeze was blowing from the southwest, carrying
U tne floating loe to the New York shore. There
was heaped up In the slips, hemming In vessels
nd rendering navigation almost an impossibility.
ue noon oa'cuuuu lwo-iutuu or tne way across
io nver, and on the Jersey side there was a wide
bbon of clear water, where all Iclnds of orait
outd manoeuvre with safety. For the first time in
sveraldaya various Balling vessels dotted tne
irrace of the river, but they carefully
voided coming in ooniact with the icy
arrier, whose outer edge was only a lew hundred
iet Irom the Jersey shore. The scene on the New
ork side was almost a repetition or the past two

ays,except that persons living in the ueiuhboroodof the piers have become habituated to tne
resence or tho ice. At tne root or Thirtieth street,
Qout one P. M., men and boys were skating and
iding upon tho Ice. oven to the centre of the
ver. The ice was broken Into floes of a rew yards
luare, wlili occasional larger fields. Numbers 0/
ickiess

aspirants for immortality
nnscd themselves by jumping irom one oake to
aother until tne limit 01 the floe na« reached.
5 veral or these daring voyagers were carried some
isttuce uo the river boioie thev were able to reirnto land. During the.flood tide the river preinteda very grotesque appearance. The general
Iect was 01 a huge ploughed field cut up in all
irections by roads and lootpatlia. To heighten
le Illusion the ice was piled up In rantastic
lapcs, resembling hedges and stacks of corn,
title in one instauce a tolerably iauliiul copy of
io typical New England barn was presented,
bout hair-past one a miniature palace floated
owly up the river, attracting much attention
om the crowds of observers on tne wharves,
ue sun was shining brightly at the time, and as
b rays tell upon the berg one was lorced to call
mind the famous palace ot the Empress of all

le Hussias, built complete rrom solid Ice. It was
verv beautiful and picturesque sitrht. and hunredsoj people stopped on the piers 10 witness lb

SEALS IN THK RIVKK.
Two distinguished loreigners visited the city
tth yesterday's flood tide. Ah a large cake ol Ice
as passing up tho river at the loot or Twentyglithstreet two larjiO seals were seen disportigthemselves upon Its slippery surlace. For
iveral days seals have been reported in the lower
iy, but it is believed they have never berore
uetnpied to ascend the Hudson. One venerable,
ray-haired skipper, who witnessed this unpreceentedevent, shook his head solemnly and
rophesled a long duration 01 cold weather.

T11K FKRRIKS
ave run with tolerable regularity, and the Fortyjcondstreet boats successiuily recommenced
leir trips yesterday morning. At the Twentylirdstreet lerry the accumulation ol Ice

the slips precluded tho possibility or
laking regular passages, and the boats
ere taken on. une or laeui, ine jaiues
ibk, Jr.. was employed aa a tu;r during the oar.
nd towed a number oi barges and lighters up and
own ttie river. Ttie lloboken ierfies ran very
ell, notably bo from Christopher street, winch
ne has never oeen entirely blockaded since the beinnlugor the ice. At two o'clock r. M. the OhanjliorLivingston was stove iu near the uurooard
addle box and was laid up two hours lu the liojkenslip. At twenty minutes before four o'clock
le Secaucus, of the Barclay street Hue, started
urn liobaken, and when within a lew huudred
et of the New York side she was caught in a
rge floe, after having cut a passage nearly
iruugu it. Three dufurent attacks were made
slore a channel could be forced, and
ir a lew minutes the passengers looked
lankly ut each other, all leanng a repetlonof the Wehawken's late on Fridav,
lien Ave hours were consumed In making "a
indlrg. The uelay, however, was out slight,
esterday being sailing day' much curiosity
as inaunested by numbers of people to see how
le ocean steamers would manage to escape irom
le Icy bonds wnich imprisoned them in the sups,
lie White .star steamer Baltics leit at noon, meetiKwith no dullcuity whatever. The other
.earners followed suit, and the lookers-on at the
narves were ctieated ot their anticipated mn.
he ice affects the barges and lighters more than
ny other crait. Laige quantities of ireight
Waiting transportation have accumulated aluiig
in Nfirr.li ltlvor irnnt. hilt It 1H lioix'il it inn* nil l>«

espatcnod within tne next two days. casualties
ave been comparatively lew. Tne steamer Newort,01 the Fall lUver line, is laid up
>r repairs, and a pnnteu notice bus
cen posted declining to receive freight,
be Newport reached the city on Wednesday
ist badly damaged. Tie agent of tne Providence
ne reiuses to receive rreigut, and the boats are
nug Idlo. Much laoonveuience has been caused
y the withdrawal 01 the stemier from pier No. 8,
onuecting with the Southern Kal.road of New
ersey. Passengers, In consequence, must go by
fay ofFarmlngdale, oh the Mew Jersey liailroau.

in tuk bay
He condition or affairs was worse than at any
line daring the winter. '1 he pilots wno came up
j the city yesterday morning made reports which
ldicate an utterly uuprcccuemed accumulation
I ice. lugs which went down Friday evening reisedto return until daylight, several of the
ilots have bad their ears and hands frozen, but
ttle call is made now upon outgoing pilots, as
hipowners do not care to risk the chunce of
urtous damage to their vessels, which would i>e
levuauie should they attempt to leave port in
tie present condition or tne Bay. A ukrald reortctcalled upon the chief otllcer of the White
tar steamer liulgic, which arrived at her pier
boat eleven o'clock yesterday morning. This
entleman represented the lower bay as being
jil oi floating ice. generally broken up in oomparlivelysmall cakes. Iu several instances, nowver,the Belgic was obliged, under a press of
earn, to cut tarough large floes of a loot or more

i thickness. The ice in the Bay seemed rotten
nd sp .ngy. Tne captain of a small coasting
chooner, recently arrived, mentioned to the reurterthat from Cape May nearly up to Neverslnk
n apparently sulld mass of ice extended lor sevralmiles irotn the Jersey coast. This immense
oe extended so lar out to sea that frequently in
rder to avoid it the schooner was obliged to run
utirely out of sight ot land.

navigation in tub sound.
The condition of the river opposite Whltestone
nd at loi i achtiyier as compareu with Thursday
ras lar more lavoraole to navigation, there being
li dav a good channel through the ice. Tugboats
nth barges n tow steamed along with but little
pparent difficulty. None of the coastwise steamrswere sighted up to a late hour, and it 1* probbiethat they remained in port, anticipating
still more lavorable condition of affairs.
Captain Springer, of uie steamer City of
Itchbnrg, from New Bedforu, reported:.
We leit at half-past seven P. M., Tnursay,and round thick ice in tno river
nd plenty oi oroken drift ice in the bay;
oinparatively clear water was found until neaily
p to Little Cull light; thick snow storm irom ten
'clock until tour o'clock this morning; wnistle
oing all the time; irom the Cull to New Haven
eavy ice, thence .to .sand's Point light Ice; irom
and's Point to Hell Cate thick, heavy ice and the
ate rull. Maw no fruigm or passenger steamer
oing either way, except the City oi New Bedlord,
ound bait."

tub revenue steamer grant.
The United states revenne cutter Grant was
>rced to leave her moorings off Communipaw,
nd is now moored near the Narrsganseu steamtilpwharl, on the North liiver.

ICE YACHTING.

IIS MEW KAMBDllQ CXUB IN DAD LUCK.
SPLENDID ICE BUT NO WIND.A SCRUB BACH
FOB TOE NON-AjCTTVE MirMnj-na.fEOPOHED

CA.UUltOlW.1 IV AiilMinii

Nkw IIam BL'BGi N. t.. Feb. 13, 1875.
It was the Intention of the New flam burg Ice
achtClub to decide three important races to-day.
uch was the announcement oi Comuiodoro Grinei)last night, and everything pointed to the
eallzacton of the hope that Old Bore ah would
end them a steady and lair breeze, an

ins alone was desired to mak« the occalona brilliant .succors. The result, howver,proves tnr precarious nature of the sport,'its
lie morning broke gentle as a day in April, and
ntil two o'clock there was hardly air sufficient
u blow out a candle. Then It puffed so lightly
om the westward that bat one event ot mluor
merest was decided, l tits is looked upon as very
nfortunate by the members of th« club, as the
:e Is In the most magnillcent condition. Kar
own the river, even beyond Nowburg, nine miles
way, and up this noble stream to Milton, four
Mes distant, the suriacc or the crystal plain Is aa
mootb and gutteriug as ft mirror. Without
nicks, air holes or weak pucea, It la in that perDCtstate to present the tnniung pastime ol ice
aeht ng in its moat attractive form.
Notwithstanding the uniavorable nature ol the
norning the meuioers or the cluo gathered early
,t the river auie and prepared their boats lor
rtiatever might tu u up. Moon tlie graccrul
hlngs had all sail set and their owners awaited
uticuiiy tor bieeae. One, two, three and even
our hours passed ami still disappointment stared
.nam in the (ace. It was now dinner tlmo, and
he owucrs repaired to their homes, hoping
,hat the arteruoou might be more ravorao.o
or the sport. All tlie morning Commodore
.rlrin II was two miles up the rivrr, oppo-.uo
ins residence, earnestly riojoriK for » precious puff
to get tils throe bouts.toe Kiying Cloud, rntl and
VVhilT.down io the tunning point. H.til a du/.eu
limes lie es-Rfe<l the job, oat lullure was tlie result.At lust Ihe lightest possible air from tne
westward revived the hones of all lianas, aua the

Ifee rscKtf ehisWred'irotinff irMtnt flagitaff near
the middle of the river and aw»^*d tne Commodore'scoming. This offlo'al lelt his Urge boat, the
Flying ctoul, ana worked slowly down the
river with the saucy l*u2T and Whiff, and
upon arrival there ensued a conciliation, Everythingwas perfect but the winu. Never were ice*
yachtsmuu so put out. They wished and whistled
Tor a breeze, but it responded not. However,there was a gentle air stirring, and the little boata
cou d get along with it on the smooth surface, and
that wss souie consolation. This then was the
result of the conierenceThe non-active membersshould be allowed to name a bout and tb« >

captuins would sail them to win, the prizes being
a Slivur KUulcv auu yaiuauio irjjinirnug uici mumeter.The boats thus nailied comprised Ub foliowing
Buafc Ovntr. Named Bj.

Sui Viva Captain Peter Leroy....Henry Van Wyck.
agio Julm Lowt William iaims.

Pun Commodore Urlruiell. ..A. Oul.hei.
Whiff Commodore GrtnneW...Van Nort Carpenter.
'rue regatta committee constated oi Messrs.Henry

Van Wyck, Charles Van Aniien and 0. Hasbrouck.
The course was irom the little flagstaff opposite the
steam dock to another off Barnegat Bay, three
unles up the river, and return, to be sailed
over twice, thus making the distance
twelve miles. At 2:42, the boats being
previously aligned according to the oosltious
orawD, the ltegatta committee, men thoroughly
conversant with their duties, left nothing to be
desired in the manner they sent them on their
Journey. The Whiff was most fancied at the start,
but the wind was even too light for her to show
the qualities of speed she possesses. Despite the
drawbacks the sight was magnificent, In an InBunttnay were gliding over tlie glittering snrface,bat not with that wouderiol rapidity usual
when the wind is stroug and steady. The sight
oi getting away was witnessed by a large
crowd, strikingly exemplifying the popularity
oi the sport in this vicinity. Being the headquartersol the pastime, it has that great number of admirersIts thrilling character demands. The race.
thuugh tame, was Interesting. As the boats approachedthe staffs at either end of the oourse tue
ringing noise of the racers gilding over the ice
made merrt music, which was greeted with o:ieors
by the walung throngs. The Puff at last beaded
the little fleet, and Anally all rounded the home
stakeboat as fallows

n. m. a. b. * &
Puff 3 21 30 Qui Tire..... 3 21 30
Whiff 3 21 00 Manic 3 25 33
Thus the Puff won the first prize, the silver goblet,and the Whltl the registering thermometer.

tue former making the twelve miles in 39m. 30s.,
and the latter in 42m. The character ol the wind
may be better imagined tiian dcscrioed when tt Is
known that the Whiff made the same Journey ono
week ago in 28m. 3os. 4

A scrub race ol the larger boats present, comprisingthe Zero.Peter Leroy; Bertie, George Lawson; Phantom, Z. F. Van Wyck: Zephyr, J. it. Lawson;Zlg Zag, Jacob Leroy, and Quickstep, William
Leroy, was attempted, but the light air suddenly
u»vu IIV uiuiuin a yMiui wuv« vuo utanfui noa uuniu"

lngly abandoned.
The ice yachtsmen are not despondent. This

day's experience is un old story with ttieiu. beloretue Ice leaves them, if it snows uut, there
will be many merry reunions both with the club
Here and unit vigorous organization at Poughkeepaie.Already the New Hamburg gentlemen
are contemplating a trip to Albany with tkeir entirefleet. mey only await a tnaw of sultlcient
duration to melt the snow now on the ice on the
Upper Hudson, when they will leave under short
notice lor that ciry. should such a Journey be
taken the members of the association are promiseda lively reception.

YALE'S KOWING CliEW.

a SAD ACCIDENT befals its best oarsman.
Nkw IIavkn, Conn., Feb. 13, 1876.

The accident which occurred yesterday to Mr.
Wood, of the Scientific School of Yale College, by
which that gentleman, while coasting near the
College campus, broke one of his legs, has disabled
one of the best boating men Yale ever produced.
On him as an experienced hand at the oar was
Captain Cook relying lor assistance next July. Mr.
Wood's phyMciau Bays that bis boating days are
over aud that the severe fracture of his leg demaudsgreat care If ho expects to recover its use.
Fears were entertained at, one time thatamputap
tion w uld be necessary, but/ happily
tliey are now dlspell-d. Mr Wood, ,

since his entrance Into the Scientific
School in 1872, h is been noted for his excellent
boating ability, and has pulled with several Vie
tono us crews. In 18*4 he was promoted to the
University crew, and his line rowing at Saratoga
won lor him the confidence of Captain Cook, who
considered him the best boating man in college,
His loss at this time is irreparable. The accident
to Mr. Wood and the suspension last Wednesday
oi three sophomores deprives lite college of four
fine men, rendering the prospects lor Yale's uext
University crew gloouiy aud boating men ueapondent.

LOTOS CLUB RECEPTION.
The Lotos Club beld a pleasant little reception

last night in the club house in Irving place.
There was a goodly company present, oomposed
solely or the sterner sex. A number of Invitation*
had been seut out and some few notable peopl*
attended. Ttie word receDtion Is or course onij
used for want o( a better one to characterise
something less tban loriual out more than oom;mmplaco. A number 01 members granted tnelr
services to rnaKe the evoning as enjoyable as po»
si jle. Mr. Uoward Paul, freth lroin one of hia
mysterious trip.i, gave several excellent sketches
ana sou'.'S, and came out or tbe ordeal lo Ills usual
huppy manner alter several encores. W. /.
Florence also gave *ome comic recitations la Lan]cafchire Iristi, a sort ol compouud brogue, wuicli, Of
course, were well received. Several of tbe more
musical members sauir and played, played and
sang, wbile tue assembly talked and talked, and
smoked and drank and ate, aud rtlu all manuer of
things which are usually supposed to be pleasant.
There could be no doubt that everybody tnouvht
be was having a jolly time. There was also a little
collation served, whicb was aaiis airermmle, but
quite toothsome. TDe main attraction was tbe
solution or tbe wamouar, wuich has been puzzling
the members ol the clnD lor some time, and whicb
was fouud to signuy a Russian tea urn. from
whicli tea was served to all present In glasses, A
la Kusne, It was generally voted a success, thoutth
It was remarkable that the majority did not pass
their glasses a second time lor the innocent beverage.Altogether the reception was a success.

TILE BAJjL SEASON.

Neither the Lenten season nor the miserably cold
weather seems to have any effect upon the deIvotees ol Terpsichore If one may Judge from the
number of balls announced for the present week.<
Among the most important of them is that to be
given by the Eighty-fourth regiment to-morrow
evening at Irving lialL Tuesday evening a ball will
be given at ttte Academy of Music in aid or the
fund of ttte United liebrcw Charities and under
the management or the Furtm Association. It Is
promised that nearly all of our leading Jewish
residents will be represented on thocommitr.ee.
The same evening there will bo a mask bail at the
Germania Assembly Kooms under tue auspices ol
the Concordia Maennerchor.
The Fidelia Quartet Club will gtve their ban at

tbe National Assembly Kooms, in West Fortylourthstreet, on the evening of tbe 10th Inst.,
wmle a St. Valentine's kettledrum Is announced '

for to-morrow evening and Wednesday torenoon
In tbe armory oi the seventy-first regiment. This
affair wul be In aid ol the Samaritan Home for the
Aged.
The grand annual charity ball of the Bocfftt6

Alsaclenne Lorraine, wlU be neid in Irving UaU
ou vveuuesday evening, February 17, and promises
to be one or the most enjoyable social events of
the season. The proceeds of the entertainment
are lor tbe benefit of Aisatlan emigrants in distress,and will be prudently oxpendod ror their
relief, under the direction or the worthy president
oi tue society, Mr. Joseph Strauss, aud his asso*
elates in the management.
At Tammauy Hall, on the 27th Inst., tbe ball of

the employes or Dodds' Express Company will be
held.
The Grand Opera ball, which will tako place at

the Academy ol«Music ou Wednesday evening,
February 24, will be tbe last fancy dress reunion
t\i thA in Th» nvonf tu nndar nluf)nmimnAfl

patronage, and (tie proceeds 'will be devoted
toward ujc entablikhia -nt ol a school of art In
tnia city. The whole affair will be directly under
the management of M. llenri Uuchatel, formerly
superintendent of the "Urands Ball d'Opcra,''
I'arls. Three new troupes 01 French dancers will
appear, and there will be a divertissement and
tableau by 100 coryphees, entitled "La Danse uea
Injects.'1 hevcrai otuer novelties will ite mtro.ducea.

TILE CUSTOM HOUSE.

Vesterday m the gloomy corridors of the (Matom
Howe loin Uood's strange lines of tha "Uauuwd
llouae" came quickly to mind, commencing

An'l over all thera Uunr a cloud ol (ear.
A wjiie of mystery Uie spirit daunted, Ac.,

for groups stooda In the shadows discussing the
"black list" soou to be made public. The Assistant
Collector told Uie Hkkau> reporter tt was possible
me names would be read? by Monday, or else do.
ferien lor special reasons. In the meantime gos.
nip would rclgu supreme as to Uio name* to oeaub' '

mi tted.
On.the 25th tnsf. there will be sold by Meeur*. Bur

dett A Dennis, auctioneers, Ttt.oou choice Havana
cigars, seized by the customs officers as smuggled. ,
A puff once mere for Uucle Ham's watcliiul officials

VE11DIOT AGAINST A JE1WEY BRIDGE
COMPANY.

Some tim- ago the bridge crossing tho PiusaU
at North iicHevtile passed out of the bauds of
private corporation Into the ownership of the A
counties of Kssex and Bergen, t^e commissioners , if
awarding for tho bridge $3,oO0. To this sum tin
hiluitu company demurred and earned the mattel
into the Kh.hcx couuty courts on an appeal. 1'liei
Claimed |C,00(i. Yesterday the suit wan decided
tiie jury I) u ill air a verdict f«r tho ooinuanj d

i $a,ioo. |


